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A Hands-On Guide to Using 

ICPSR Resources



Getting to Know ICPSR

• What is ICPSR

– Who uses ICPSR

– A rapid tour of our website

– What’s in the download?

• How to get started using ICPSR

– Creating a MyData account

– Searching tips

– Downloading tips

• ICPSR Training & Instruction

– The Summer Program

– Instructional (Classroom) Resources



What is ICPSR?



• One of the world’s oldest and largest social 
science data archives

– Established in 1962 (as ICPR) so that social 
scientists could share data

• Data distributed on punch cards, then 
magnetic reel-to-reel tape, and now:  

– Data available instantaneously

– Over 7,880 studies with over 65,200 data sets 

• Membership organization that started as a 
partnership among 21 universities, now:

– Currently about 700 members world-wide

– Federal funding allows parts of the collection to be 
available to all



What We Do – It’s About Data!

•Seek out researchers, PIs, research agencies and 
collect data files and pertinent documents related to 
the original research

•Process the data and documents

–Preserve it for the future

–Output data into multiple formats (ASCII, SAS, SPSS, 
Stata, SDA)

• Disseminate data directly to the desktops of 
students and researchers for secondary analysis

• Provide education, training, & instructional 
resources

– Summer Program in Quantitative Methods

– Undergraduate and graduate student & teaching 
resources to support quantitative literacy



About the Data

• ICPSR archives both U.S. and 
international data

• Data Sources:

– Government (census, government organizations) 

– Large data collection efforts (National Longitudinal 

Study of Adolescent Health, Panel Study of Income Dynamics)

– Polls (ABC and CBS news polls, voter polls)

– Principal Investigators (Chitwan Valley Family Study, 

Marital Instability Over the Life Course)

– Data repurposed (Integrated Fertility Survey Series, 

Collaborative Psychiatric Epidemiology Surveys, Project on 
Human Development in Chicago Neighborhoods)

– Other organizations (NCAA, Fenway Institute)



Supporting a growing 
number of disciplines. . .

•Anthropology

•Communications

•Criminal Justice

•Demography

•Economics

•Education

•Foreign Policy

•Gerontology

•Health & Medical Policy

•History

•International Relations

•Law/Legal Services

•Political Sciences

•Psychology

•Public Policy

•Sociology



Supporting Social Research



Exploring the ICPSR Web site

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/ICPSR/

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/ICPSR/


Most Popular Downloads, Spring 2010

• National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health

• General Social Surveys (1972-2008 Cumulative)

• American National Election Study: 2008 Pre- and 
Post-Election Survey 

• Chinese Household Income Project

• Nazi Party Membership in Munich, Passau, 
Rosenheim, Landshut, and Mannheim ,1919-1922

• Latino National Survey, 2006

• Collaborative Psychiatric Epidemiology Surveys, 
2001-2003

• India Human Development Survey

• Global Terrorism Database II



What’s in a “Download?”
• Documentation files -

pdfs
– Questionnaire

– Codebook

– Description & Citation

• Data in many forms!
– SPSS, SAS, Stata

– ASCII
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How to Get Started Using 
ICPSR



The MyData Account

• MyData account – operates as 
authentication and like a shopping cart!

• Authenticate once every six months on 
campus and you can carry it with you

• Why do we ask questions about your 
department & status?

• Let’s take a look:

– Upper-left corner of every web page

– https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/ticketlogin

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/ticketlogin


Finding Data: Let the Search Begin!

Many search tools found under the Find & 
Analyze Data tab

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/access/index.jsp
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/access/index.jsp


Searching for Data - Tips

• When you know what you want – the search box 
rules!

– An acronym

– A survey name

– A series name

– An investigator or agency name

• You sort of know what you want 

– Keywords or themes

– Populations, time frame, geography

– Type of data

• You (or the student) has no idea what you want!

– Start with the Bibliography of Data-Related Literature



Specialty Archives/Thematic 
Collections

• Data grouped by substantive topic 

• Many archives (thematic collections), including:

– Substance Abuse and Mental Health Data Archive 
(SAMHDA)*

– National Archive of Criminal Justice Data (NACJD)*

– National Archive of Computerized Data on Aging (NACDA)*

– Data Sharing for Demographic Research (DSDR)*

– Member Archive (ICPSR collection) 

– Resource Center for Minority Data (RCMD)

– Newest archives: 

• National Addiction & HIV Data Archive Program (NADHAP)*

• NCAA 

*These archives are federally funded

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/cocoon/ICPSR/all/archives.xml


Bibliography of Data-Related Literature

• Publications based on data held at ICPSR

– Find an article in our bibliography

– We display the dataset(s) related to it

• Growing the Data Bibliography

– ICPSR staff continuously searching for data citations

– Encouraging the use of data citations (included in all 
downloads & on the documentation page!)

– Please cite the data when you publish and we will 
find/add you!

• Ability to see the article citation and click through 
for full-text

• Many use the Data Bibliography as a search tool!

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/ICPSR/citations/


Worth Noting: Other Ways to 
Find ICPSR Data

External searches

• ISI Web of Science

– Partnership 
between ICPSR & 
Thompson Reuters

• Data.gov

– Links back to ICPSR 
data/documentation 
for some studies



Data Exploration Exercise

• Find the “Search” box on the front page or use 
the searching aids in Find & Analyze Data

• Identify a study of interest

• Read the description

– Who were the survey participants?

– Where & when was it collected?

– What were the main subjects covered?

• Find an article based on these data

• Would you like to download?

• Does this study have online analysis capability?



The Study Home Page



Supporting the Data

• Free user support

• The HELP Page offers:
–User support (at ICPSR) email and phone 

contact information

–Data User Help Center: Short Tutorials & 
Webinars available 24/7

–Local Support:  Who to contact at your 
local institution

–Glossary of Terms

–Social Networks: Where you can find us on 
YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, Slideshare, 
and more

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/help/index.jsp


Online Analysis Software

• Survey Documentation & Analysis (SDA) 
developed at UC Berkeley

• Web-based, requires no additional software or 
licensing

• Almost 600 datasets available for use with SDA

– Just interested in online datasets?

• Easy for students but sophisticated analyses 
available for researchers

• Good for preliminary analyses to determine 
whether data will work for a particular research 
question (e.g., RCMD subsetting tools)

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/ICPSR/access/sda.html


What does SDA Look Like?



SDA Output
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• Focused on comparative 
analysis of issues 
affecting racial and 
ethnic minority 
populations in the 
United States

• Tools to verify sample is 
sufficient for analysis
– www.icpsr.umich.edu/RCMD/

Specialized Tools – The RCMD

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/MDRC/


Training and Instructional 
Support



ICPSR Summer Program in 
Quantitative Methods

• Instruction on the tools and practices needed to 
analyze data

• For those with math phobia and those with 
advanced analysis skills

• 3-5 day workshops and 4-8 week courses

• Primarily held in Ann Arbor, MI, 

on the campus of The University 

of Michigan, but some courses 

on other campuses also
• http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/sumprog/

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/sumprog/


ICPSR’s Attention to 
Undergraduate Education

• Fairly recent

– Response to faculty

– Undergrad users are fastest growing 
segment

• NSF-funded projects

– TeachingWithData.org (NSDL)

– Course, Curriculum, & Laboratory 
Improvement project to assess the effect of 
using digital materials on students’ 
quantitative literacy skills



Engaging Students Through Data

• Supporting Quantitative Literacy

– Becoming an important aspect of accreditation 
and campus requirements generally – social 
sciences provide context

• Engages students with disciplines more fully 

– Active learning enhances teaching of content

– Better picture of how social scientists work

– Prevents some of the feelings of “disconnect” 
between substantive and technical courses

• Piques student interest and opens the door to 
the world of data



Bringing Data Into the Classroom

• Easy to use features of ICPSR’s Website in 
classes

– Social Science Variables Database

– Bibliography of Data-Related Literature

– SDA

• Additionally, in partnership with teaching faculty, 
ICPSR has developed:

– Online Learning Center (Introductory/Substantive 
Courses)

– Online tutorials

– Online teaching modules

– Student research opportunities



• Tool to help develop classroom lectures and 
exercises that integrate data early into the 
learning process.

• Intended for use in introductory-level substantive 
classes.

• OLC addresses key concerns raised by teaching 
faculty in focus groups and in-depth interviews.

• Requires no additional software.

• www.icpsr.umich.edu/OLC

• Webinar on using the OLC in class on ICPSR 
website

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/OLC


Using the OLC: How to Find It

• Directly: 
www.icpsr.umich.edu/
OLC

• Through ICPSR 
homepage

– Under Teaching & 
Learning

• Coming soon: Data-
driven learning guides 
linked from datasets 
under “Teach” section 
on study home page

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/OLC
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/OLC


How to Use the OLC – The DDLG
• Choosing a DDLG –

several search tools 
within the OLC

• Faculty use of charts 
in class to introduce 
topic

• Sending students to 
the Website to work 
through a DDLG in 
class or as homework

• Using DDLG as part of 
larger project 



Online Modules

EDRL

www.icpsr.umich.edu/E
DRL/

ICSC

www.icpsr.umich.edu/IC
SC/

SETUPS

www.icpsr.umich.edu/SETUPS/



Project-Related Instructional 
Resources

Research Connections

– Materials aimed at 
teaching “front-line” 
workers – useful in 
education courses, 
training for child 
care professionals

Terrorism & 
Preparedness Data 
Resource Center



(More) Teaching With Data



Research Opportunities for Students

– Research paper 
competitions -- a 
research journal 
experience & cash 
prizes!

– Paid student 
internships
focusing on 
investigating social 
sciences research

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/prize/index.jsp
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/prize/index.jsp
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/careers/internship.jsp
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/careers/internship.jsp


For More Info:

• Explore the website - www.icpsr.umich.edu/ICPSR/

• Sign up for our email announcements -
www.icpsr.umich.edu/ICPSR/org/lists/index.jsp

• Become a “fan” of ICPSR on 
Facebook/follow ICPSR on Twitter

• Attend or view our webinars (open to 
the public!) -
www.icpsr.umich.edu/ICPSR/help/datausers/index.jsp

• Contact user support – netmail@icpsr.umich.edu

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/ICPSR/
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/org/lists/index.jsp
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/ICPSR/help/datausers/index.jsp
mailto:netmail@icpsr.umich.edu

