MARC Basics


MARC, which stands for Machine Readable Cataloging, is the data format for library catalog records, or bibliographic records.  As in any database, bibliographic data must be stored in specific fields in order for the computer system to retrieve and display the data effectively.  
This is the standard Full Record display in catalogusmai for a particular book of plays:
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The behind-the-scenes data that produces this display and makes it retrievable is … 


The MARC Record
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As you can see, there’s a whole lot of data in the MARC record that you don’t see in the standard catalog display.  How do you make sense of all that MARC data?  

Let’s look at one particular field from the MARC record and break it down:

· Field: [image: image3.png]24514 |a The beginning of August and other plays / |c Tom Donaghy.




The fields in a MARC record are labeled using 3-digit numbers called tags (e.g. 100, 245).  

· Tag: [image: image4.bmp] 

tells the system that this field contains the title and statement of responsibility

After each tag, there are spaces for 2 more digits, called indicators, which may or may not be filled in with numbers from 0 to 9.  The indicators carry different meanings depending upon the tag that they follow.  (Generally, non-catalogers don’t need to be concerned with indicators, except to be aware that in catalogusmai’s view of the MARC record, they are crammed up against the tag, making it look like a 5-digit number rather than a 3-digit tag with indicators.)  

· 1st indicator: [image: image5.bmp]  

tells the system that this title should be filed under the main author’s name

· 2nd indicator: [image: image6.bmp]  

tells the system to ignore the first 4 characters in the title, t-h-e-[space], so that the title will file under “beginning” instead of “The.”

The fields are further divided into subfields, which are labeled with a single letter or number (e.g. |a, |b).  The subfields and their meanings vary depending upon the tag that they follow.

· Subfield a: [image: image7.png]|a The beginning of August and other plays /



 

tells the system that this chunk of data is the title

· Subfield c: [image: image8.png]|c Tom Donaghy.



  

tells the system that this chunk of data is the statement of responsibility

Let’s look at a slightly more complex record in order to demonstrate the basic MARC fields that you should know.

catalogusmai standard Full Record display
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Note that the location information shown here is not part of the MARC 
bibliographic record, but is displayed here ‘virtually’ from other sources. 

catalogusmai MARC Tags display 
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Here are some of the most basic fields in a bibliographic record that you ought to know, 
each shown first in the “MARC tags” display, then in the “Standard” catalog display:

100 field – contains the name of the Main Author, in its standardized filing form:
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245 field – contains the Title and Statement of Responsibility as shown on the item itself:
[image: image14.png]24510 |a lliad / |c Homer ; with an English translation by &.T. Murray.
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250 field – contains the Edition Statement, if any:
[image: image16.png]250  |a2nded. / |b revised by William F. Wyatt,




[image: image17.png]2nd ed. / revised by William F. Wwyatt.




260 field – contains publication information, also called the Imprint:
[image: image18.png]260  |a Cambridge, Mass. : |b Harvard University Press, |c 1999




[image: image19.png]published oCambridge, Mass. : Harvard University Press, 1999,





300 field – contains the Physical Description of the item, for example, the number of pages or volumes, illustrations, and size of the item:
[image: image20.png]300 |3 2v. (656 p.); |c 16 cm.




[image: image21.png]description 2w, (656 p.); 16 cm.




440 (or 490) field – contains the title of the larger Series of which the item is a part, if any:

[image: image22.png]440 4 |a The Loeb classical library ; |v 170-171
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020 field – contains the International Standard Book Number (ISBN) which serves as a unique numeric identifier for a particular published item:
[image: image24.png]020  |a 0674995791 (v. 1)




[image: image25.png]ISBN 0674995791 (v. 1)



[image: image26.bmp]






PAGE  
1
By Linda Seguin – 9/8/04 


